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Fresh Leadership
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RAILWAY VIADUCT AND RNLI BOATHOUSE

Up lighting of viaducts all year round. Restoration and refurbishment of the 

RNLI Boathouse for social, community and commercial use. Develop social and 

enterprise offerings and place making events in Railway Viaduct arches.  

BREMORE CASTLE

Spectacular visitor attraction. The restored castle will be open to the public  

and large groups with a banqueting offering. The site will include exhibition 

space, possibility of a cookery school, beautifully restored walled garden  

with restaurant/café.

REIMAGINE THE HARBOUR AREA 

A leisure destination which makes the most of its scenic location, attracting 

walkers, visitors and diners. A place where people meet and linger and enjoy 

the authentic experience of a small working fishing port nestled into a walled 

harbour, overlooking a wonderful beach, connecting with a rejuvenated quay 

street, main street and other leisure and tourism opportunities.

REDEVELOP THE HEART OF THE MAIN STREET 

Create a new street edge by demolishing single residential dwelling, improving 

visibility and access to river, landscaped green, water features, pathways, 

planting and event space. Re-purpose existing derelict buildings, in line with 

overall plan, maintaining existing facade and features and attracting new social 

and economic enterprises.

BREMORE REGIONAL AMENITY PARK

A premier regional park destination with landscaped features, walkways and 

world class play facilities. Amenity to include restoration of Martello Tower, 

Boathouse, public bath area and Bells Cottage. Elevated connectivity with  

beach ramps, cycle way, enhanced seating, art installations and kiosk space.

TRANSFORM QUAY STREET 

Widen footpaths and increase flow and visibility from main street to a 

transformed Quay Street, Viaduct and Harbour area. Maintain car park amenity, 

remove kerbing, enabling its usage in evenings and weekends as a quality civic 

and meeting space. Develop linear park featuring seating, planting and other 

green features along the river bank. 

RAILWAY STREET

Improvement scheme designed to provide better connectivity and flow between 

beach (new ramp), station and main street. Streetscape improvements, signage 

and refurbishment scheme. 

BALBRIGGAN TO SKERRIES GREENWAY 

Initial focus on Castle (Bremore) to Castle (Ardgillan) Coastal Way.  

Cycle & Pedestrian facilities and upgrades to connecting residential areas. 

Expanding upwards to Gormanstown and below to Skerries.
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Placemaking is a process that 

draws on the ideas, resources and 

commitment of a local community 

along with urban design to  

create valued places. Once started, 

placemaking is on-going, with a 

community creating and developing 

the spaces where people pursue 

their business, recreational and social 

interests in a self-determined way.

For placemaking to be a success,  

the people of Balbriggan need  

to be involved. 

The plan recognises that to turn 

places into attractive people spaces, 

the norms, values and assumptions 

assigned to some spaces need to  

be challenged. A placemaking 

budget will support ideas which 

make use of urban design principles. 

A separate budget will be put in 

place to support a calender of events 

and activities throughout the year in 

spaces throughout the town.

The Our Balbriggan programme 

office, located in the Town center 

will work in partnership with 

the community to ensure the 

principles of good place making 

are embedded in the delivery 

of the towns plan.

Placemaking capitalises on a local 
community's assets, inspiration, and 
potential, with the intention of creating 
public spaces that promote people's 
health, happiness, and well-being. 

Placemaking

There is a danger given  
the scale of change 

and need that the place 
development of Balbriggan 

gets bogged down in 
strategy and planning.

Neil McInroy, CEO Centre for Local Economic Strategies, UK

Placemaking is about 
quality of life, which 
helps attract talent 

and investment. 

Martin Shannahan, CEO, IDA Ireland

Redevelop the Heart of the Main Street
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“For placemaking 
to be a success, 
the people of 
Balbriggan need 
to be involved”
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1012 Responses
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Q1 How often do you visit Balbriggan Town Centre?

Every day

A couple times a week

At least once a week

At least once a month

At least once a year

Never

28.4%  / 283 responses

18.5%  / 184 responses

7%  / 70 responses

1.4%  / 14 responses

0.7%  / 7 responses

44%  / 438 responses



Q2 Age Range
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Q3 Why do you visit the centre?
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Q4 When you do visit the centre, on average how long do you spend there?
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Q5 What three things do you like about Balbriggan town centre at present?
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• The Beach
• The Sea, the harbour, the lighthouse
• The square is nice
• Quay Street area
• Access to recreational areas
• Open space

• Local Shops
• the library
• small indenpendent coffee shops
• the hotel
• supervalue

• friendliness
• the people
• community
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Q5 What three things do you like about Balbriggan town centre at present?

Like 2
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• The library is the best amenity in 
town

• Good sports facilities
• Local shops
• Coffee shops

• the square
• beach and parks close together - 

best of both worlds
• playgrounds
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Q5 What three things do you like about Balbriggan town centre at present?

Like 3
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• beside the sea
• close to my home
• everything within walking 

distance
• convenience

• town is kept clean
• the flowers
• how bright it looks
• tidy towns helpers

• access to the beach
• easy access to public transport
• easy to get to
• walking distance to amenities
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Q6 What three things do you dislike about Balbriggan town centre at present?

Dislike 1
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• The Boarded up shops
• The ugly derelict buildings
• Empty shops
• Number of empty shop fronts

• Dirty buildings
• Litter
• It’s extremely dated
• It looks run down

Lack
 of p

ublic
/

so
cia

l sp
ace



Dislike 2

Q6 What three things do you dislike about Balbriggan town centre at present?
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• Lack of restaurant, cafés, places to meet
• Lack of variety of businesses
• We have to travel outside balbriggan to do 

something at the weekend

• There is no place in the 
harbour to sit

• No seating/benches 
between the beach and 
castle
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Dislike 3

Q6 What three things do you dislike about Balbriggan town centre at present?
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• Lack of places just to sit
• Lack of open spaces to meet with 

others
• No free sports & recreation areas 

for people
• No activities for teenagers
• More facilities need for young 

people
• Just something for young people

• no swim facilities
• Nothing to attract you to spend time 

in the town centre
• lack of restaurants

272 87 112 47 98 136
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

The Quality of:

a. First Impressions b. Public Transport Connections

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

256 109312 12560 25718 165

363 351

Bad Bad

1 12 23 34 45 5

Ok OkGood Good



0

100

200

300

400

500

Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

The Quality of:

c. Car Parking d. Signage and Finding Your Way Around
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

The Quality of:

e. Pavements & Footpaths f. Access for wheelchairs, buggies and those 
with physical difficulties
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Ok OkGood Good

5



0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

400

Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

The Quality of:

g. Cycle Paths and Facilities h. Pedestrian Crossings & Road Safety
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i. Lighting and the town centre after dark j. Cleanliness and provision of bins
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

The Quality of:
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l. Parks and other green spaces m. The beach and other blue spaces

Access to:
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 
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n. Squares and car free pedestrian spaces o. Natural spaces - 
     wildlife habitats and biodiversity

Access to:
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 
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Access to:

Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

p. Places to site outside (benches etc) q. Places to eat or drink outside - 
     cafes, restaurants etc
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Q7 Thinking about Balbriggan Town Centre, please score the following aspects of the 
existing public realm? 

r. Places to play outside s. Places for events outside
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Q8 Overall, how would you rate the quality of Balbriggan’s public realm at present? 
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Q9 What are your top 3 priorities for Balbriggan’s Town Centre Public Realm?

0

100

200

300

400

500

Infra
str

ucu
tre

 &
 

Acc
essi

bilit
y

Vaca
ncy

 &
 

Derelic
tio

n

Attr
acti

ons &
 

Vibrancy

Blue/ G
reen 

Appearance
Safety

Traffic

Public
 Realm

 

Space

N
o.

 R
es

po
nd

en
t s

126 120 125 166 65 146
39

401

Priority 1



Q9 What are your top 3 priorities for Balbriggan’s Town Centre Public Realm?

0

100

200

300

400

500

Infra
str

uctu
re &

 

Acc
essi

bilit
y

Vaca
ncy

 &
 

Derelic
tio

n

Attr
acti

ons &
 

Vibrancy

Blue/ G
reen 

Appearance
Safety

Traffic

Public
 Realm

 

Space

N
o.

 R
es

po
nd

en
t s

126 120 125 166 65 146
39

401

Priority 1

• More outdoor dining
• Tidal pool/swimming pool
• Bring people back to main street
• Fill the shops
• Investment in new businesses & restaurants - encourage people to stay
• More facilities to draw people into the town centre
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Q9 What are your top 3 priorities for Balbriggan’s Town Centre Public Realm?
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134 155

322
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• Trees to main street
• Beach amenities
• Develop the harbour and marine activities
• Open up the canal
• Reclaiming the river and mill pond as park with amenities

• More creative places to sit, linger, meet 
with people

• Somewhere to sit outside without 
having to sit on the ground
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Q9 What are your top 3 priorities for Balbriggan’s Town Centre Public Realm?

Infra
str

uctu
re &

 

Acc
essi

bilit
y

Vaca
ncy

 &
 

Derelic
tio

n

Attr
acti

ons &
 

Vibrancy

Blue/ G
reen 

Appearance
Safety

Traffic

Public
 Realm

 

Space

N
o.

 R
es

po
nd

en
ts

Priority 3

126 58

294

71 156 56 150 37

• bins, bins, bins
• Cycle paths
• Access to be improved for people 

with disabilities to beach and other 
public areas

• General clean up
• An attractive main street - first impressions!
• We have a beautiful harbour - clean it up
• Encourage pride - keep library, mill, courthouse clean



Q10 Do you have any other ideas or suggestions for Balbriggan’s streets and public 
spaces?

05 0 100 150 200

No. Respondents

Increase in facilities & amenities

Improved & new public realm spaces

Improved outdoor spaces and leisure amenities

Branding, identity

Improved appearance

Greening the town centre

Safety
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Regenerate vacant/derelict buildings

Facilities for young people
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Q10 Do you have any other ideas or suggestions for Balbriggan’s streets and public 
spaces?

• a board walk onto the sand for wheelchair, buggy access
• Swim platform and tidal pool on the beach
• Need for more open green spaces, additional playgrounds
• More spaces for outdoor socialising and covered to ensure 

their usability all year. Greater provision for younger 
people to use spaces. More lighting in beach area at night

• use the coastline to the advantage of the community

• Farmers market, pop up shops
• More outdoor dining/coffee space
• Stop adding barbers and fast food shops
• Get commerce revived in the town and public spaces will 

improve
• We need a weekly craft+organic market
• more small local shops and restaurants

Improved outdoor spaces and leisure 
amenities

Increase in facilities and amenities

187 responses 146 responses



Q10 Do you have any other ideas or suggestions for Balbriggan’s streets and public 
spaces?

• Pedestrianise parts of the main street for outdoor dining. 
Buskers and shoppers

• Outside the library is an example of a failed public space, 
dissuading people to use it whereas quay street park has 
green space to give relieve to people to move off the beach 
and enjoy a picnic on the grass, successful public space that 
should be enlarged

• Repair pavements
• Improve outdoor seating

• More trees
• More green
• Think of wildlife and biodiversity
• Follow suit of what other towns have done. Extend path 

width. Allow outdoor areas for food and drink. Incorporate 
planting into the new dividers

Improved & new public realm spaces Greening the Town Centre
149 responses 82 responses
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